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| Chiihsien, 


Szechwan, China. | 
7th February, 1940. 


Dear Friends of Western China, 


I have just been reckoning that since I wrote my last 
Bulletin letter in October I have spent thirty-three days in 
Chiihsien and eighty-three away from home! I arrived 
back yesterday from Chungking and Chengtu, just in time 
for the celebration of Chinese New Year. During the 
winter months, Chungking has had a happy respite from air 
raids. The group of Sheng Kung Hui members have 
revived their Sunday gatherings, and I confirmed five of 
them during my visit. They are now hoping to meet in 
the top floor of a rice granary, the property of a Christian 
man. It will hold about a hundred people, and the situation 
is central. Already they are praying that the Lord may 
reveal Himself to them in this “upper room.” At the 
same time they are negotiating for a site on which a 
permanent church will be erected, God willing, after the 
war. On the same Sunday afternoon, I held another con- 
firmation service in the suburbs. A Chinese clergyman 
from Hankow is conducting ‘“ community” services for 
Christians of all denominations in that neighbourhood, but 


he is at the same time preparing Sheng Kung Hui members | 


for confirmation. Five came forward that day, including 
three upstanding young gunners from the anti-aircraft 
corps. A\ll five were from different provinces. 

_ After a short stay in Chungking, I flew to Chengtu. 
The journey occupied exactly an hour, but I was waiting 
on the airfield for more than four hours! The immediate 
purpose of the journey was not accomplished, for the 
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projected Bible Institute cannot be opened at present, 
chiefly because an adequate staff is lacking. The need 
remains, and I trust that the collapse of the preparatory 
committee may stir us all to prayer that will prevail over 
all obstacles. But I had an interesting time, renewing 
_ fellowship with Bishop Song, Archdeacon and Mrs. Donni- 
thorne, the Lutleys, Duddingtons, Mr. Sargent and others. 
The return journey to Chungking was by truck. One of 
my fellow travellers was Mrs. Yen, wife of Dr. James Yen, 
the Pachow boy who studied under Mr. Aldis at Paoning 
and has since become so famous in promoting mass educa- 
tion and rural development along economic lines. He is 
one of the many Christians in Government circles. Mrs. 
Yen is one of six sisters; another is the wife of Dr. Y. Y. 
Ts’u, who on May Ist (D.V.) is to be consecrated assistant 
Bishop to the Bishop of Hongkong, with special jurisdiction 
over the provinces of Kweichow and Yunnan. 

So much has happened since our long autumn journeys 


in the eastern part of this diocese that it seems late to 


comment on them now. In six weeks we covered about a 
thousand English miles in eleven counties, visiting twenty 


churches. I conducted eleven confirmations. It was a 


time of many air raid alarms. While my wife and I, with 
Mrs. Robinson and Miss Barber, were spending most of 
the night at Liangshan huddled under the wall of a vege- 
table garden, Fengkieh was actually being bombed, and for 
the first time our church there suffered a direct hit. The 
vestry was demolished, and a large section of the chancel 
and of the south transept (if there had ever been a south 
transept!). Thank God, the compound was empty, and 
when the war is over, the damage is not irreparable. I 
reached Fengkieh a few days later, and on the Sunday a 


little group of a or so met for worship in the 


guest hall. 
Meanwhile it is a day of opportunity in Wanhsien. 


The Postmaster told me that the splendid service rendered — 


to wounded soldiers by Wanhsien Christians—missionaries 
and Chinese—had wholly changed the atmosphere of the 
city, and the suspicion and ill-will which lingered ever since 
the Wanhsien gunboat incident in 1925 has now dis- 
appeared. Large numbers came day after day for a week 
to hear Mr. Marcus Cheng in December, and I hear that 
a similar evangelistic effort is being held this month. 


| 

| 

F fps 


3 


Before the year closed it was necessary to hold an 
Executive Committee in Paoning. In the end it’ was 
decided that I should not attend the meeting of the C.I.M. 
Council in Shanghai, but the-Rev. K. G. Bevan was our 
representative. One of the main objects of the ——e 


the General Directorship. 
The question of Chinese workers’ salaries has become 


much more acute since my last letter was written, for there 
has been a sudden steep rise in the cost of living—as much 
as 100 per cent. in regard to many commodities. Chiihsien 
is not as hard hit as some other cities, yet our servants’ 
food is costing little less than double the figure of a year | 
ago. You can imagine what this means to men and women 

with a fixed income—and actually the rate of salary was 
fixed about twenty years ago! It is a matter of constant 
prayer that the Lord may show us His way out of the 
difficulty. An occasional “ bonus ” does not really meet the 
need, and we are committed to the principle that the res- 
ponsibility for workers’ salaries rests on the churches, even 
though the Mission may still provide a certain proportion. 
But many of the church members are as hard hit as their 
clergy, and I still feel that the solution lies along the three 
lines mentioned in my last letter—revival, which would 
reach the purses of all our Christians, a large increase in 
the number of Christians, and (to make up whatever 
deficiency remains) an endowment fund administered by 
the central body of the church. 

The increase last year was not spectacular, but we 
praise God for nearly three hundred adults baptised, and 
about the same number received as inquirers. Communi- 
cants in the whole diocese number 2782. At a generous 

estimate, I doubt whether this figure represents as much as © 
one in five thousand of the population! Add the 
inquirers, and the baptised who have not yet been con- 
firmed, and still (not allowing for the Roman Catholic | 
membership) 2,999 persons in every 3,000 are untouched 
by the Gospel. | 

How impossible: it sometimes seems to give a fair 
impression of conditions! Here there are signs of spon- 
taneous expansion, of quiet growth, of fruit over which 
sower and reaper may rejoice together; there the plant is 
dry, faded, struggling (it seems) for mere existence against 
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powerful adverse eheetionts. Whether I judge from my daily 
pile of letters, or from my own observation as. I travel 
through the diocese, I am constrained to cry “ An enemy 
hath done this ”! and “ What hath God wrought !” in almost 
equal measure. Sometimes the signs of the enemy’s 
ravages are more apparent, sometimes, as from a hill-top, 
we seem to be looking on a fair, watered expanse, like 
the garden of the Lord. Let us continue in prayer with 
thanksgiving; the triumphing of the wicked is short, and 
there is after all a church here against which the gates | 
of hell shall not prevail. 
Yours 
FRANK HOUGHTON, 


Bish op of Eastern Szechwan. - 


Letter from Bishop Song. 


The Bishop’s House, 
Pi Fang Kai, : 
Chengtu, Szechwan. 
| 18th December, 1939. - 
My Dear Friends, 

This is the third time that I have the pleasure of writing 
to you. First, before telling you anything about the work 
of the Diocese, let me assure you of my deepest sympathy 
for you at this difficult time through which you are passing 
owing to the European war. May the Lord use your 
noble country once again to fight for righteousness and 
justice against barbarism and invasion in this world. We 
are praying very much for you at this end. We hope 
that you will be kept safe from air raid bombings and 
other accidents from the war. We pray that the Lord will 
especially draw near to you in this difficult time. 

We, too, are passing through a time of hardship and 
trial in China. Air raid alarms are a constant meal for us. 

Just before I started on my trip through the Diocese, we 
actually had seven nights without. sleep. The price of 
things has soared very high; what we could buy with ten 
cents, say, last year, we have to pay about a dollar for 
now. You can imagine what a big difference this makes - 
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to the livelihood of thousands of people and how we long 
for the restoration of peace; but, of course, we cannot have 
_ peace and we must not have it unless, and until, we can 
have it in the right way. The Japanese are doing their 
utmost to upset us by bombing our innocent people— 
men, women, and children—everywhere, but, of course, 
this cannot make us yield to her barbarism. It only makes 
us all the more strong to resist her until the victory is ours. 
We are quite willing and ready to suffer in order to earn 
a righteous peace. | 

Now let me tell you something about the work of this 
Diocese. To begin with I wish to say that St. John’s 
Church at Pi Fang Kai in Chengtu is always full on 
Sunday mornings. Many students and professors and 
- people of various trades come to worship there. One feels 
the spirit of worship in the church as soon as one walks 
in. Now we have the Rev. Douglas Sargent living in the 
compound and I am sure he will put his best into the 
work there as he does into his other lines of work. | 

I started my trip through the Diocese on October 4th 
and that day reached Sintu, which is 40 li (3 li=1 mile) 
from Chengtu. I spent a day and a half there with: Pastor 
Keo and his family and the church members. Four 
women and one man were confirmed. On Friday, the 6th, 
I went with Pastor Keo to Kintang and spent half a day 
there, confirming six women‘and one man in the little 
church. On the 7th I reached Hanchow, where I held 
several meetings. I had the privilege of spending a Sunday 
there, on which day I confirmed seven women and four 
men. I moved to Shihfang on the 9th and gathered a 
little flock together, who listened attentively to a talk on 
Acts 11, 24. It was very embarrassing and at the same 
time very pleasing to meet a well-educated college man 
and his wife among the ignorant simple country flock. I 
had a long talk with the couple after the service and also 
met with the church members individually. 

The following day I reached Mienchu. Before enter- 
ing the city I was greeted by an air raid alarm. However, 
I arrived without hindrance at the church compound, where 
I was delighted to be welcomed by the Rev. Douglas 
Sargent, the Rev. Tuan Shen-en and other workers. I 
spent five days in Mienchu, i.e., from 11th to 15th, and 
during those days I had time to live with my co-workers and 


‘see their work and enjoy talks with them individually. 
It was good to get into touch with their family life in 
this intimate way. I had the opportunity of speaking to 
the church members and had meetings in the hospital 
for the nurses, which were attended by some of the patients | 
also. While there, I had time to enter into the hospital 
- problems fairly fully. The numbers of confirmees were 

14 women and 7 men. While in Mienchu I tried to make 
preparations amongst the officials and gentry for the coming 
Spiritual Mobilisation Campaign. 


On Monday, October 16th, I left for Tehyang, 
passing Hsiao-ch’iian on my way. My two days in Tehyang 
were spent helping in the Spiritual Mobilisation Campaign. 
This Campaign is a new effort started by the Government, — 
and the National Christian Council workers in Chengtu 
have seized the opportunity to organise a Christian Spiritual 
Mobilisation Campaign and are visiting a great many 
mission stations in Szechwan. We had Mr. T. H. Sun, 
Miss Kuan, Dr. Luther Shao and Mr. Bao Wen-yen as 
- speakers of the campaign. They gave a series of talks on 
the subjects: “ Spiritual Mobilisation and War and Recon- 
struction,” “Spiritual Mobilisation and Individual Re- 
- birth,” “Spiritual Mobilisation and Family Reconstruction,” 
“Spiritual Mobilisation and Church Life” and finally 
“Christian Spiritual Mobilisation.” The church was abso- 
lutely packed in the evenings, all classes of people attending 
the meetings. In the day-time we were invited to speak in © 
schools: and also at the weekly memorial meeting (a 
Government meeting), at which a large number of various 
_ kinds of people were present. We had the privilege of 
visiting the magistrate and other leaders of the city. 


On Thursday, the 19th, I went back to Mienchu in my 
own ricksha. (By the way, I ought to tell you that I have 
tried the experiment during this trip of using my own > 
ricksha with two pullers in order to save time and money. 
Unfortunately, when I got to Tehyang one puller fell sick 
and had to be sent to Mienchu hospital.) I only stayed one 
night in Mienchu on this second visit and went on the next 
day to Hsiu-Shui-Ho, 70 li further on. It was a rainy day | 
and it was very hard work getting there. However, when 
_IT arrived I found a little flock, mostly women, waiting for 
me. I confirmed four of them. 
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On the Saturday I left for Anhsien. It is only a 60 
li journey, but nevertheless, I found it almost impossible to 
get there. It rained! The road was full of yellow mud. 
It was in fact a mud pond so slippery that one could not 
stand still on it. To make the ricksha go up and down 
some of the slippery, hilly roads was harder than making 
a camel go through the eye of a needle, but I found the 
grace of God sufficient to meet the need. Right in the 
middle of the road the Lord provided a man to help. I 
had already, the previous morning, engaged a coolie from 
Mienchu to help push the ricksha and so altogether there 
were three men wading through the mud pond—before and 
behind the ricksha—in order to get me to Anhsien. I was 
indeed fortunate to arrive before dark. 


The next day was Sunday and I then confirmed four | 
women and two men. I remained in Anhsien four days 
and so had the privilege of enjoying the fellowship of 
Mrs. Sen, wife of the Bishop of Sian, and her children; 
the Rev. Nelson Liu and his wife and family, as well as 
my own workers and church members. I gave several 
Bible talks to the church members. I was thrilled to’ 
find the good work done in the new premises of our Yoh 
‘Teh Middle School by our new Principal, Mr. John Song, 
and his wife. Mr. Song is an earnest Christian and is 
very capable in managing the school. It was a real joy to 
- be with him. I had an opportunity, whilst there, of speak- 
ing to all the boys and girls in the school. They are a very 
nice group. Actually we have more students than we can 
handle, even though the school has moved to Anhsien 
from Muienyang. It was delightful to meet Miss Belcher 
and to see her health had been restored. She is a great 
help in the school. I also had a chance of meeting all 
the leading men in the city and found them very sympa- © 
thetic towards our school. The Principal of the Govern- 
ment Middle School is one of my old students. It was very 
pleasant to meet him thus unexpectedly in Anhsien. 


On Thursday, October 26th, I reached Mienyang and 
on the Friday was pulled to Chongpa. Again it rained and — 
my only richsha boy had a very hard time. Fortunately 
no “gentlemen of the road” greeted us. I was on the 
other hand very happy to be greeted at my journey’s end 
by Pastor Chu Yuin-hsi. At Chongpa I spent three days 
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and had several meetings in order to give the Christians 
some elementary teaching about our Lord Jesus Christ. 
On the Sunday morning I confirmed eight men and three: 
women. The early morning devotional meeting is still 
going on. It was encouraging to see the little group of 
Christians getting up before dawn to meet their Lord in 
the church every day. | 


On Tuesday, 31st, Pastor Chu and I returned to Mien- 
yang. It was a fine day and the sun cheered us. I remained 
there until November Sth, helping with the Spiritual 
Mobilisation Campaign. Our meetings were interrupted 
several times by air raid alarms. On the Sunday morning: 
I confirmed eight women and four men and then in the 
afternoon went on to Feng Ku-chin, where I confirmed five: 
girls. As they were so keen to listen to the Word I gave 
them another talk, on Titus, before going to bed. The 
~ Women’s School to whom I gave these talks, has moved. 
from Mienyang to Feng Ku-chin on account of the danger 
of air raids. 


I moved on to T’ong-ch’uan on November 6th and 
for the first time I was able to enjoy the ricksha run, | 
for the road was good, having been newly repaired, and 
the scenery was beautiful. In the evening I stayed in an 
inn. It was grand to be able to feel that one was a complete | 
stranger among strangers; but this grand feeling was soon 
interrupted by the kindness of some friends in the city, 
who had heard of my arrival and came and visited me. 


On November 7th I reached Chongkiang after a hard 
day’s run. What a joy it was to see Miss Armstrong, 
who is in Chongkiang to learn to speak Chinese. It was 
also a great joy to meet Miss Elder, Pastor and Mrs. Lin 
Chen-tze and other workers again. I stayed in Chongkiang 
three days and confirmed four women. This city is in the 
midst of hills, so probably it is pretty safe from air raids. 

On Saturday, November 11th, I returned to Hanchow 
and on Sunday, the 12th, I went on to Sintu to preach at 
the morning service ‘there. That afternoon I reached 
Chengtu in safety ready for other types of work. — 
I also wish to tell you that the Spiritual Mobilisation — 

Campaign had a grand time and a really successful time 
in Mienchu. Apart from visiting different school and public 
organisations and having individual talks with leaders of 
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the city, we had more than 600 people of different types 
attending our evening meetings. The church was packed 
- to its capacity. The Campaign succeeded in making a great 
impression in the whole of the city from the church point 
of view. After the Campaign had finished its work a number 
of the leading men in the city made the following remarks: 


“Now we know what the Christian Church stands for. 
You are indeed an organisation trying to help the city | 
life and you truly sympathise with what the Chinese people 
are doing at the present time. We can see that you are — 
no longer a mere foreign organisation with a motive _—— 
to us. We wish you every success in the future.” | 


It is only through such effort and co-operation with 
the current life of the nation that Christianity can hope 
to be planted in our native soil. 3 


During this difficult time our workers are working __ 
very hard and so we can see progress in every station. 
I know you will remember us in prayer as we do you. 


Believe me, 
Very sincerely yours, 
| C. T. SONG, 


B ishop of Western Szechwan. 


News from the Stations. 


| Because of the fear of bombing, the Higher Primary - 
School of the church has moved out twenty five “li” into 
the country, along with some other children, but most of 
the other students are still in the city. During December, 
the 4th National Middle School, with about 1,400 refugee 
- students, has moved to Paoning. As in this number there 
are many professing Christians and others are definitely 
interested in the Gospel, there has come a big opportunity - 
for service. On Christmas Day, four women and one 
schoolboy were baptized in the Cathedral. 
Tanishan. 
Work in the Orphanage has gone on as usual. Two 
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girls were baptized at Christmas; they were brought to the 
Lord during Miss Christensen’s meetings in Paoning during 
1937. In the Tanishan church, numbers have been very © 
small, espécially on the women’s side. Two men were re- 
ceived as enquirers at Christmas, one of whom had just re- 
cently destroyed his idols. His old father was taken ill © 
almost immediately afterwards and then died. We believe 
he was trusting the Lord. His son also had a fall and in- 
- jured his shoulder, but in spite of these trials has gone for- 
ward. There were also two baptisms. 

Sintientsi. 


The district was fairly aaieaial during 1939, wid SIX 
members have been added to the local church, three from 
Sintientsi, and three from the outstation of Holinsi. During 
the last half of 1939, a small school was opened, having 
twenty scholars, almost all of whom come from Christian 
families. The teacher is a former Sintientsi schoolboy. 


Day 2. Ts’ienfuhch’ang. 

Pastor Yang passed away towards the end of Ndévem- 
ber last, and his son, Mr. Yang Li-Keng, is now carrying 
on the work in this centre. The old Pastor had a great 
influence in the market, and few people worshipped idols 
there. Please pray now especially for the work at this — 
critical time. Miss Carpenter visited Ts’ienfuhch’ang out- 
stations last autumn. She says: “These churches are show- 
ing sad results of the lack of shepherding since Miss Pem- 
berton’s homecall. The ignorance even among Christians _ 
of long standing is pitiful. It was encouraging to find some 
_ keen souls who really appreciated the opportunity of fur- 
ther teaching. The Christians of Pehmiaoch’ang (a Ts’ien- 
fuhch’ang outstation) have recently raised money locally 
and repaired some of the damage done during the Red 

invasion.’ 


Day 3. Ilung. 


During last September Miss Sanderson and Miss Car- 
penter held a small Bible school for women and report 
that, although numbers were small, from ten to twenty. 
each day, the effort was well worth while. There are one 


or two interested enquirers, for whom prayer would be 
valued. 
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Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). | 

During the last few weeks of 1939, Pastor Liao and 
Mr. Ye Li-seng, with the help of one or two others, were 
engaged in special evangelism in town and country. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd had to go to Paoning for the last two 
months of the year, owing to Mrs. Lloyd’s illness. Prayer 
would be valued for her full recovery. She was expecting 
to be in Paoning till about the end of March. Miss P’u 
has recently been carrying on the women’s work and 
Sunday school. | 


Day 6. Nanpu. 


Miss Warin and a Chinese worker have recently held 
ten days of meetings for women in Sinchenpa. Besides the 
meetings, homes of believers were visited, and Christians 
encouraged. A Bible Class for Middle School boys has 
just been started in Nanpu on Sunday afternoons. There 
seems to be interest, and they ask intelligent questions. 


Futsunyi. 


During December last, Dr. Gray and Dr. Maddox 
came from Paoning to hold a medical campaign. Their 
coming was well advertised beforehand, and patients came 
in large numbers, some from long distances. Several 
people took turns preaching to the waiting crowds all the 
morning, while the doctors and dispensary workers were 
kept busy with a continual stream of patients. Over one 
thousand patients were seen in eleven days, and had the 
doctors been able to stay longer, there would have been 
many more. | 


Day 7. Yingshan. 


During the last quarter of 1939 Miss Warren and 
the Biblewoman visited all the outstations, and Pastor Ma 
visited’ three of them. During December twenty-one people - 
were baptised in city and country, and eighteen received 
as inquirers. A month’s school has been held for young 
women from Christian homes, and eight attended. Of 
these three were not Christians, but trusted the Lord before 
the school closed. One, especially, who had been unable 
to learn, after the great decision blossomed out into quite a 
brilliant student. Mr. Crockett visited Yingshan for a 
special week of meetings for Sunday School children and 
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their teachers. After the first two nights he was not able 
to continue the lantern talks, owing to the rowdiness with- 
out. In Chung-luen, the faithful gatekeeper and helper in 
the work has passed on to be with the Lord. His help is 
greatly missed, and prayer is asked that the one who has. 
come to take his place may grow into the work, and be as. 
helpful and faithful as his predecessor. 


Chowkow. 


During the past year, Chowkow has been visited from 
Yingshan ten times, especially for women’s work. Of these 
visits, one was for a Bible School, one was an evangelistic 
effort, and the last visit in 1939 was for preparation of 
candidates for baptism. The work has not been easy there, 
but we praise God that light still shines in that very dark 
stronghold of Satan, and we pray it will go on to shine 
more and more—* Satan to Jesus must bow.” 


Day 8 N anchung. 


| On December 30th last, Miss Seidenberg, of the 
German Women’s Missionary Union, an associate member 
of the C.I.M., who had laboured in this city for thirty years,. 
passed away after a short illness. She had been used of the. 
Lord to bring the Gospel to very many, both old and 
young, and her energy and devotion to the last were 
remarkable. She will long be remembered by the people- 
of the city and by believers in city and country. Misses. 
-Schréder and Buege will continue to carry on the school 
and work amongst the women, and they will value prayer. _ 
Misses Heusner and Begemann are very busy at the dispen- 

sary and with their midwifery work outside. Some days. 

at the dispensary they have seventy to eighty patients. . 
Archdeacon John Wang had an encouraging experience 2 

short time ago when he met in a country market an ex- 
prisoner who had heard the Gospel in the jail from Mr. 
Wang's lips, and who had been much impressed. He 
pressed Mr. Wang to spend a time in his home, when he 
_ eagerly heard more of the Truth. He has invited Mr. Wang 
to visit him and stay for a few days, which he intends to do 
at an early date, God willing. Mrs. Hannah, who, with 
the Pastor’s wife, preaches to the women prisoners, reports: 
considerable interest being shown by a young woman. 
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prisoner. The Governor of the gaol, Mr. Eo Yang, con- 
tinues to attend on Sunday forenoons and on one occasion 
brought a friend. He shows a little more genuine interest © 
in the Truth, but has not yet come to a decision for the 


Lord. 


Day 12. Chiihsien. 


Last Christmas-time there were seven baptisms. Prayer 
is asked that more men may believe, as there are few men 
Christians in the church. Please also pray over the results 
of an evangelistic campaign at Chinese New Year, which 
was held in the market of T’u Ch’i, sixty li from Chiihsien. 
- During November last, Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Phillips left 
for furlough, and it was hoped that Mr. and Mrs. Derby- 
shire would be able to join the staff at Chiihsien before 
very long. The Biblewoman, Miss Lo, has recently been in 
Paoning hospital, seriously ill, and prayer is asked for her 
full recovery. 


Day 14. Tahsien. 


Archdeacon Ts’ai visited this centre last autumn, when 
meetings were held in the city and also in three of the 
country churches. Archdeacon Ts’ai expects, after the 


. Chinese New Year, to make his headquarters in Tahsien. 


The country work continues to give encouragement. In the 
Hsiapakow district the Gospel is spreading, and new 
believers are being added to the Lord. A deeper spirit of 
giving is also being manifested, so that in some of these 
country churches, in spite of the steadily rising cost of 
living, collections are in advance of last year. In the city, 
Miss Dix opened a short term Bible School for women, 
and although the number of women attending has not been 
large, the venture has been well worth while, and it is hoped 
to re-open in March, probably with more members. The 
men’s side of the work is weak, and prayer would be. 
valued for it. 


Day 16. Liangshan. 


“There is that scattereth and yet increaseth ”—we 
pray that this may be true of the widespread scattering of 
recent days, and especially we pray that the recent scatter-— 
ing of Christians of the Liangshan parish may have an - 
eternal result in many places. There have been constant 
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bombings of the city, and destruction, sorrow and death 
_ have come to very many. Rooms in a large house in the 
‘country were offered for the orphans, so they were brought 
there—fifty li from the city. We thank God for this haven | 
for them. A Christian teacher was willing to come for a 
time, while waiting to go into Bible School, so we feel that — 
the Lord has been mindful of us. Pastor Hsii was 
‘appointed to Wanhsien, where he could help in the work 
amongst wounded soldiers, for the first three months of this 
‘year. Mr. Wang Teh-shi, who has worked in Liangshan 
previously, is taking his place for the time being. 


“Tienkiang. 
Work amongst the women in the city continues to be 
‘very encouraging, and the last few months have seen a 
number of newcomers, and a number of conversions. One 
‘woman invited the Christians to witness the breaking of a 
long-standing vegetarian vow, after which she burnt all her 
idols and destroyed all signs of idolatry in her home. Now 
‘she is joyfully witnessing and bringing others to hear the 
‘Gospel message. Members of the newly-formed branch of 
the Women’s Missionary Service League have been very | 
active in seeing that the inquirers come regularly to the 
‘weekly meetings, and they have also done a good deal of 
personal work in the city, going from home to home. 
Five days’ special meetings were held early in _ last 
December, the leader being Archdeacon Ts’ai. Each morn- 
ing the small church was crowded. A number of country 
leaders came in: for these meetings, and each afternoon 


_ the men formed preaching bands, and preached on the city _ 


“streets. Each of the outstations has been regularly visited. 
Much prayer is needed for Mei-chia-ch’ang where the > 
‘work is at a low ebb. A ten days’ Bible School was held 
just before Christmas at Li-shu-ch’ang, where there was an 
average number of 60 present daily for morning and after- 
noon sessions. The work in this market continues to give 
- Much joy. The meetings finished by a visit to the country 
home of a new believer when all her idols were destroyed. 
A new outstation has been opened at Ten-chi-pu and regular 
‘services are now held. Numbers are small and this market 
Is not an easy one, so please pray for this work. A band 
formed by the Women’s Missionary Service League visited 
‘a new market named Mu-an-ch’ang and spent several days 
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preaching there and reports a most encouraging time.. 
Workers from Tienkiang hoped to spend some time there: 
~ after Chinese New Year. 


Day 17. Kathsien. 


_ The main event of last autumn was the celebration of 
the 25th anniversary of the church. For this, about one: 
hundred and fifty Christians came in from the outstations. 
at the beginning of November, and Archdeacon Ts’ai con-- 
ducted preparatory meetings. There followed the anniver- 
sary proper, celebrated on November 4th, when Bishop and 
Mrs. Houghton were present. In spite of an air raid alarm 
which occurred just at the beginning of the anniversary 
service and made a postponement necessary until the after-. 
noon, it was a very happy time; and the ordination of Mr. 
Ning as presbyter on November 5th was a very fitting con- 
clusion to a noteworthy event. During October, Miss. 
Gowar and the Biblewoman were out at Chao-chia-ch’ang 
for three weeks; it is an outstation where the church 
members formerly evidenced very little sign of life; but they 
were encouraged by the interest shown on this occasion, 
and by the numbers who came to the meetings. Later in 
the autumn, Miss Gowar and Mrs. Iliff were also out in 
the East Valley for a fortnight, reaching hitherto almost 
untouched districts; here again there was great interest 
shown in their message. There were seventeen baptisms in 
the city last Christmas Day, including five children. _ 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 


It was something new and wonderful for this sinful, | 
needy city to have a cinema theatre nearly filled with men, 
women and children every night for eight days listening to 
the Gospel told out in power by the Lord’s servant, Mr. 
Marcus Cheng! There was an encouraging response to the 
appeal made, but now prayer is needed in connection with 
the follow-up work. Opportunities amongst refugees 
and wounded soldiers contine to abound, and there is a 
real need for a suitable Chinese fellow-worker. Air-raid 
warnings tend to interfere with regular services and meet- 
ings, but they also provide emergency opportunities for 
witness. The work amongst wounded soldiers also con- 
tinues to be a great means of glorifying the Lord by show-. 
ing forth something of His love and compassion. 
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Day 19. Fengkieh (Kweifu). 

One of the many evil effects of the “ present distress ” 
has been an outbreak of thieving—made easy by all the 
confusion caused by air-raids. In other ways too, in this 
connection, the great Enemy has been extremely active. 
‘Over against this, as an indirect outcome of the conflict, it 
‘was possible for Mr. Marcus Cheng to hold a well-attended | 
‘series of devotional meetings at Yiinanchang when a num- 
ber of people had a new experience of the saving power of 
‘Christ. One of the most cheering features of the past few 
‘months of deadly air-raids has been the most noticeable | 
way in which the Lord has shown us that our times are 
indeed in His hand. Again, through some of those now 
scattered in the country parts, Christ is being made known | 
to others. But prayer is much needed that God’s great 
purpose in allowing these fiery” trials sed be fulfilled in 
every life. 


Day 28. 


Air-raid alarms are frequent and Japanese planes have 
flown over here several times recently. When the “urgent” 
alarm sounds we get into our feeble dug-out, and hope for 
the best. Miss Whitworth has moved the Women’s School 
~ to Fengkuchin, which should_be a safe place, and spends 
part of each week there, and the rest of the time in Mien- 
yang, where she has four women who have finished Higher 
Primary Training and a term of evangelistic training. Since 
the women went to Fengkuchin, they have started the 
Sunday School again, and already got 130 children. Also, 
they have begun Women’s Evangelistic Meetings. 


Last week there were some special meetings, led by 
three down-river Chinese men of the N.C.C. Numbers 
were small, as so many people are living in the country, 
and that week there were alarms, Monday, Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday and Saturday mornings. Almost the whole morning 
was wasted sitting around the dug-out. Bishop Song also 
came and confirmed 13 people here. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 


It. is very good having the Rev. G. Eliott here; he is a 
great help and encouragement to the Pastor. Plans and 
arrangements are being made for Xmas. This year it has 
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been decided to celebrate it more lavishly and provide 
foreign cakes and biscuits (made by Mr. Ts’ai, a church 
-member) enough to reckon as a meal for the folks. There 
will be the usual games etc. 

There are many real signs of blessing in this parish | 
for which we may thank God. Eighteen people were 
confirmed recently. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 


A few weeks ago we had some big meetings in 
Tehyang. They were run by the National Christian Coun- 
.cil’s Spiritual Mobilization Campaign. ‘The leaders were 
Dr. Shao, Messrs. Sun and Pao, and Miss Kwan. Mr. 
Sherwood was asked to lead the singing, or rather blow his 
cornet. The Church was full every night. We had the 
magistrate and other important people, such as the Prin- 
cipal of the Middle School, for a nice tea-party. Some of 
the students from the Middle School come here for Bible- 
reading every week and we have also more children in the 
Sunday School lately. 


Day 27. Hanchow. 


God is greatly blessing the tent campaigns. The last 
we held was at Sanshuikwan. There were no believers 
- there. Now, two months after the close of the mission, 
there are sixty-four coming to the weekly classes. We have 
rented a small house there so that we can go every week 
and stay the night. The Church at Hanchow decided last 
March to pray for 28 converts; as nearly as we can judge, 
the Lord has given us one hundred this year. Miss Liao is — 
unfortunately very ill and has had to go to Chengtu for a 
Serious operation. 


Personal Notes. 


Archdeacon Donnithorne has resigned the Secretary- 
ship of the C.M.S. West China Mission because he wants to 
devote all his time to Bible School, Tent Mission and other 
intensive evangelistic work. The Rev. H. A. Maxwell has 
been appointed C.M.S. Secretary in his stead. He and Mrs. 
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Maxwell hope to sail for China again about _ 19th 
(D.V.). 

Dr. Gresty Billington is hopin g to spend a term at Selly 
Oak and to do some Post-Graduate study before returning 
to China, and will almost certainly not be —. before 
next August. | 

Miss Jones has been asked by Synod to move teomn 
Mienchu to Sintu in order to open up a Mothercraft Clinic 
there. 

Rev. Douglas Sargent is now residing at Pi Ping Kai, 
Chengtu, and no longer has any official connection with 
the Middle School; while Rev. A. F. Lutley is now living 
on the Campus and helping both in the Middle School and 
the Union Theological College. 

Rev. and Mrs. K. C. Phillips and daughter arrived in 
England on furlough on January 20th and have been stay- 
ing with Mrs. Phillips’ relations in Lincoln. 


Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire are to take the Phillips’ peace | 

in Chiihsien. 

Miss Henshall is at present staying in Yingshen with 
Miss Allan and Miss Warren. _ 

Miss Fearn has been resting at Sintientsi, as she has 
been suffering with insomnia. Miss Parsons has also been 
unwell. | 

Messrs. Pateman and Lloyd were ordained by Bishop 
Houghton at Chiihsien on October Ist last. 

Two Chinese Archdeacons have been appointed in East 
Szechwan—Rev. John Wang in the Northern Deanery and 
Rev. Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u in the Eastern Deanery. 

Miss Olive Lucas has been given extension of furlough 
to enable her *to continue the deputation work which she 
has been doing so successfully. | 

Rev. Gordon Aldis is hoping to leave for China (D.V.) 
at the end of March, travelling via Canada and the U.S.A. 


Rev. Desmond Guinness and Rev. John Carpenter are 
not returning to China. 


It is with great regret that we nave to report the death, 
in February last, of Miss H: M. Kingston, who, before 
her retirement some years ago, had done much faithful 
work in Eastern Szechwan. She, like Miss Emma Culver-. 
well, whose death was reported in our October issue, had 
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a deep and abiding love for those among whom she had 


worked in Western China, and never ceased to pray for 
them; so that she was one of the most regular attendants 


ing. She will: be’ greatly missed by all her friends. 


Day of Prayer and Gifts. 


The annual Day of Prayer and Gifts for our work in 
Western China will be held (D.V.) on Wednesday, May 
29th, 1940, when the same programme will be followed as 
in recent years. 

The Day will begin with a service of Holy Communion 
at St. Bride’s Church, Fleet Street (by kind permission of 
Rev. A. Taylor) at 11.30 a.m., when special intercessions 
will be made for the work and workers in Eastern and 
Western Szechwan. At 1.30 p.m. there will be a meeting 
of the General Committee of which members will be 

notified formally in due course; and at 3 p.m. the Annual 
_ Meeting of the Association will be held in St. Bride’s 
Institute Hall (entrance by door in St. Bride’s Passage, fac- 
ing Salisbury Square). Preb. H. W. Hinde, Chairman of the 
Association, has kindly promised to take the Chair and we 
hope to have as speakers Rev. K. C. Phillips from Eastern 
Szechwan and Rev. F. A. Smalley, who has done so much 
work among students in Chengtu. Tea will be served after 
the meeting. 

Friends are warmly invited to attend both Servios and 
Meeting if at all possible. Those who read this magazine 
cannot fail to realise how great is the call for prayer, both 
corporate and individual, for the two dioceses and their 
Bishops which the Association exists to support; and it is 
scarcely necessary to remind them dlso of the need for 
sacrificial gifts of money to help in carrying on the 
work in face of the opportunities of the present time. 
We do ask, therefore, that even those who cannot attend — 
in person on this special Day will join with us in earnest © 
prayer and will send generous gifts to help forward the 
cause of Christ in Western China. 
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Prayer Meetings. 


In present circumstances, it does not seem right to ask 


_ people to attend an afternoon Prayer Meeting in Central 


London. Will friends kindly note, therefore, - that 
the usual D.A.W.C. monthly Prayer Meetings’ will 
not be held until further notice? The meed for prayer 
for the work is as urgent as ever it was; and it is hoped 
that all our friends will do their best to set aside some 
special time for this ministry, and that those who can will 


attend any parochial gathering in their neighbourhood at 


which special remembrance is made of Western China. We 


_ print below the usual list of such local Prayer Meetings; 
though it is probable that arrangements as to days and times 


have. been altered in many cases owing to the exigencies of 
the present situation, and can no longer be taken as correct 


without inquiry in the parishes concerned. 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney .. .. Ist Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon .. .. Ist Friday, 5.30 and 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon... .. Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 

St. Michael’s, Braintree .. .. Ist Saturday, evening. 

Holy Trinity, Eastbourne .. Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 


C.A.W.G. Hall, Southborough .. Wednesdays, 2.45 p.m. 
Thorsden, Guildford Rd., Woking 3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 


Christ Church, Beckenham .. 4th Friday. 
St. James’, Dover .. ..  ... th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston 5c .. Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Runham and Mantby .. .. Sundays. 

- Ferndown, Dorset .. = .. Wednesdays. 
Parish Church, Sevenoaks .. Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s, Ealing .. .. Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 

~ Christ Church, Blackpool .. Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket... .. Friday, evening. 
~Union Hall, Dover .. Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’s, Cullompton .. Ist Saturday, evening. 
Reigate Parish Church .. .. 4th Saturday. 


Christ Church, Barnet 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston .. 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton .. “ae 
Holy Trinity, Margate .. 
Stanstead, Suffolk . 

St. Peter’s, Thetford, Norfolk . 
St. Mary’s, Watford 


i 
q 
it ; 
’ 
4 


“ 


= 
\< 


21. 


21 


Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


14. 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 
YOCH’TH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


. TACHU. 


TAHSIEN, | 
WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


. LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH'ANG. 


WESTERN. SZECHWAN : 


20. 
21 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


28. 


30. 
31. 


MOWCHOW. 


. P*ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
-CHONGPA. 


MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 


HANCHOW. 


SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD 


For His journeying mercies granted to both the Bishops in all 
their travelling of recent months. For the safety of all our workers 
in the frequent air raids. 


For the large numbers who have been baptised and confirmed 
during the past year; and for special encouragements in the work in 
Tienkiang and in the Tent campaigns in the Hanchow district. 


For the wonderful opportunities in Wanhsien and for the change 
of attitude there and elsewhere towards Christians and the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. For new opportunities also among refugee © 
students in Paoning. 


For the lives and faithful work of Miss Seidenberg and Miss 
Kingston. 


LET US PRAY 
For all the Chinese workers in their present financial difficulties 


and hardships. For God’s special blessing on the two new Arch- 
deacons in Eastern Szechwan. 


_ That all may be kept in peace and safety during constant air- 
raid alarms; and for Chinese who have suffered the loss of homes ae 
and possessions in recent raids on Liangshan, Fengkieh, and other St 
places. 


That the Christians everywhere may take full advantage of the 
opportunities offered by the Spiritual Mobilisation Campaign in 
Western China. For all special evangelistic efforts; and for the 
work in the jail at Nanchung. : | 


For revival among the Christians of the Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ang dis- 
trict. For guidance in and blessing on the follow-up of the meetings 
held in various places under the leadership of Rev. Marcus Cheng 
and Archdeacon Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u. 3 


That obstacles in the way of opening the projected Bible Insti- 
tute in Western Szechwan may be overcome; and that God will 
guide in the provision of an adequate staff. 


For the Rev. H. A. Maxwell in his new responsibilities as 
C.M.S. Secretary in Western Szechwan. For him and all other 
missionaries who will be travelling to or from West China in the 
near future. . | 


For a rich blessing on the proposed Day of Prayer and Gifts: 
and that God will move the hearts of His people not only to pray 
earnestly but also to give generously for the carrying on of His 
work in this time of special opportunity and difficulty. 
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